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aids-de-camp had frequently been troubled by applications from a man who solicited an audience of the Duke, tinder various frivolous pretenses. At length, M. Hersant, one of Junot's aids-de-camp, arrested the man one evening when he was endeavoring to slip into the interior apartments unperceived. He was searched, and upon his person were found a poignard and a knife. He did not deny his murderous design, trusting that the presence of the English would save him. But, to do them justice, they showed no disposition to interfere in the affair, except to urge the punishment of the criminal.
Junot himself passed sentence on him. " Go your ways,ft said he; * I will not shed your blood. There are twenty piasters for you, and tell your comrades that I offer a hundred to anyone who will come here and follow your example.w
Meanwhile Paris was enlivened by ffaes in honor of the Imperial nuptials. The letters which I received from my friends were like the descriptions in romances and fairy tales. As I was not in Paris at that time, I will not enter into a detail of matters which I did not witness; but I cannot forbear relating the following anecdote connected with Napoleon's marriage:
Berthier, Prince de Neufchatel, was sent to Vienna to conduct the Empress to Paris. After she had been married by proxy [to her uncle, Prince Charles], and all the forms and ceremonies were gone through (which in Vienna is a work of no little time), the day of departure was fixed. The young Archduchess often shed tears of regret at her approaching separation from her family. In the Imperial Family of Austria the bonds of relationship are sacredly revered; and even in the reign of Maria Theresa, and under the cold and artful policy of Kaunitz, family ties were held dear. Maria Louisa had been educated in these feelings: she wept to leave her sisters, her father, and her stepmother, and perhaps also she wept at the thought of being united to a man who must have been to her almost an object of terror.
At length the day of departure arrived. The young Empress bade farewell to all the members of her family, and then retired to her apartment, wnere etiquette required that she should wait till Berthier came to conducthe west,of success; and when theustrian Embassy were loud in their praise of theness of his wife and children, he would not permit them to land, and thusloved.
